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The latest on Garner bond 
projects. See page 2.

Towne Players Present 
‘Disney’s High School  
Musical Jr.’ See page 3.

TOWN HALL
CALENDAR

Aug. 19: Town Council 
meeting (7 p.m.)

Aug. 26: Town Council 
work session (6 p.m.)

Sept. 1: LABOR DAY  
(Town offices and buildings 
closed)

Meetings are in the Council 
Chambers in building B at 
Town Hall, 900 Seventh 
Ave. Town Council regular 
meetings are recorded and 
broadcast (not live) on 
GTV11 (Time Warner 11, 
AT&T U-verse 99).
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Follow us on Twitter (@TownofGarner), 
Facebook (facebook.com/townofgarner), 
YouTube (youtube.com/townofgarner) 
and now Instagram (instagram.com/

townofgarner).

Keep up with 
what’s going on 
in downtown 
Garner on  

Facebook (face-
book.com/down-

towngarner).

Garner’s Main Street Program, 
managed by the Garner Revitaliza-
tion Association, has been desig-
nated as an accredited National 
Main Street Program for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

The accreditation was presented at 
the July 22 Town Council meeting 
by Teresa Watts, assistant director 
of the North Carolina Main Street 
Center. A program of the N.C. 
Department of Commerce Office of 
Urban Development, the N.C. Main 
Street Center works in partner-
ship with the National Main Street 
Center to identify local programs 
that meet approved performance 
standards for commercial district 
revitalization.

The GRA last month also released 

its 2013-2014 Main Street Program 
Report, which included a five-year 
summary of the local program’s 
economic impact on Garner. Since 
joining the Main Street Program in 
2009, Garner’s downtown district 
has seen public investments of over 
$2.5 million and private investments 
totaling over $1.6 million. 

Other impacts of the program 
include 41 net new jobs created, nine 
net new businesses opened, seven 
buildings renovated and four facades 
improved. During the past five 
years, volunteers have contributed 
over 1,020 hours to the program 
valued at $23,782. 

The full Main Street Program Re-
port can be read at downtowngarner.
com.

GRA Main Street Program 
Earns Reaccreditation
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A Message from the Mayor
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Ronnie S. Williams

Watch the 
mayor’s “Great 

People in 
Garner” on 

GTV11 (Time 
Warner 11, 

AT&T 99) and 
on demand at 
garnernc.gov 
and youtube.
com/townof 

garner.

TOWN OF GARNER
BOND PROGRAM

Council Gives OK for Street Lighting Project
A number of projects being funded 

by the bond program approved by vot-
ers in March 2013 are either well un-
der way or are about to be launched.

The Town Council has given the 
thumbs-up for additional street 
lighting in the Woodland North 
area. The $75,000 project rep-
resents a tenth of the $750,000 
earmarked in the bonds for neigh-
borhood improvement projects such 
as this one. A total of 80 LED street 
lights will be installed in the area, 
which is a little under a square mile 
in size. Duke Energy will do the 
installation; a timeframe has not 
yet been set for the project.

Meanwhile, the Claymore/Coach-
man/Buckingham sidewalk project 
in Heather Hills is at least halfway 
complete, Town Engineer Tony 
Chalk says. Expected completion is 
in another 60 days or so. The proj-
ect connects the existing sidewalks 
along Aversboro Road and Timber 

Drive to South Garner Park with 
the installation of sidewalk along 
the south side of Claymore Drive 
from Aversboro Road to the park. 
The sidewalk will connect to Timber 
Drive at Coachman Drive and run 
along the west side of Coachman to 
Buckingham Road. Sidewalk will 
also be installed on the northwest 

side of Buckingham from Coach-
man to Claymore.

Other work set to get under way 
soon is improvements around the 
intersection of U.S. 70 and Jessup 
Drive. This will involve extending 
the three-lane section of westbound 
U.S. 70 to the intersection with 
Timber Drive. The Fred Smith Co. 
was awarded the contract for the 
project.

Finally, a pre-construction meet-
ing on the new police station was 
set to occur on Aug. 7 with a notice 
to proceed on renovating/upfitting 
the building to be issued in the next 
couple of weeks, Chalk said. The 
new station will be located at 912 
Seventh Ave. in a former medical of-
fice building purchased by the Town 
at a deeply discounted price. 

For more information on the Gar-
ner Bond Program, visit garner-
bonds.com.

The Claymore/Coachman/Buckingham 
sidewalk project is already about halfway 
completed.

There is so much going on in Garner 
right now it’s hard to know where to 
begin. First, there are the bond proj-

ects that we’re start-
ing to see. As you 
can read below, it’s a 
good mix of projects 
that will improve 
the quality of life for 
many of our citizens. 
And these projects 
are just the begin-
ning. Over the next 

several years, there will be numerous 
other projects funded by the bonds 
that you, our citizens, overwhelming-

ly approved in March 2013.

We’ve been getting lots of queries 
from citizens about other construc-
tion projects around town. Of course, 
the Cabela’s under construction at 
U.S. 70 and White Oak Road (across 
from the existing White Oak Cross-
ing shopping center) is the most 
prominent commercial project going 
on right now. That’s still on sched-
ule for a grand opening sometime in 
spring 2015. There should also be 
some other commercial development 
on that quadrant of the intersection, 
including a couple of restaurants 

and, eventually, a Drury Inn hotel.

Another big project is the Burling-
ton Coat Factory, Staple’s and Dollar 
Tree construction inside White Oak 
Crossing near Target. Then there’s 
the Aldi going up at Timber and 
Aversboro. That should open this fall.

These are just a few of the major 
new projects around town. We’ll see 
lots more in the next few years.
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There’s still a chance to secure 
your place at the Garner Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual half-day 
Connect & Plug in the Future con-
ference. The event, which spotlights 
major developments relating to Gar-
ner’s economic climate and quality 
of life, will be held Thursday, Aug. 
14 at the Grand Marquise Ballroom, 
located at 225 New Fidelity Court 
(just off U.S. 70 east).

In addition to informative sessions 
on Garner’s future, the conference 
includes plenty of opportunities for 
networking at a welcome luncheon 
and post-conference reception and 
dinner. The cost for attending the 
conference is only $79 and includes 
lunch and dinner.

The schedule for the event is as 
follows:

Noon - Registration and lunch

1-5 p.m. - Sessions
5-6:30 p.m. - Reception and dinner

Session topics include these:

Emerging and Converging in 
Garner!
Hear from a panel of the region’s 

experts about how a Garner tech-
nology park at the former ConAgra 
site (now called the Garner Tech-
nology Center) could leverage 
emerging and converging technolo-
gies to create unparalleled economic 
growth in Garner.

What’s Next at White Oak?
Can one store—Cabela’s—really 

have the impact predicted? And 
what else is coming to White Oak? 
All this and more will be addressed 
by Core Properties’ Rich Barta, 
developer of White Oak.

Status of Garner Bond Projects
Last year, Garner voters over-

whelmingly approved a $35.7 
million bond package. Are the bond 
projects on target? Are they on bud-
get? Are they what’s needed to take 
us to the next level?

Wake County: 3 Perspectives, 3 
County Managers, 3 Decades of 
Leadership
A panel discussion will feature the 

Wake County managers who have 
served from 1982 to the present: Rich-
ard Stevens, David Cooke and newly 
appointed manager Jim Hartmann.

To register for the conference, visit 
garnerchamber.com.
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You can follow 
Garner PRCR 

on Facebook and 
Twitter  

(@GarnerPRCR).

Still Time to Register for Chamber Conference

‘High School Musical Jr.’ Comes to GPAC Aug. 7-9
The Towne Players of Garner’s production of 

“Disney’s High School Musical Jr.” comes to Garner 
Performing Arts Center (742 W. Garner Road) with 
shows Aug. 7-9 at 8 p.m. as well as a 2 p.m. matinee 
on Aug. 9. Tickets will be available at the door and 
are $15 ($12 for students and seniors). 

This community theater production is based on a 
Disney Channel original movie. The performances 
will be the culmination of the 2014 summer youth 
theater camp at GPAC, which is made possible 
thanks to a partnership between the Towne Players 
and the Town’s Parks, Recreation and Cultural Re-
sources Department. 

The camp received an Arts and Humanities Award 
in 2012 from the North Carolina Recreation and Park 
Association and was one of the featured projects in 
Garner’s successful All-America City application and 
presentation last year. The camp program is offered 
to young people ages 5 to 19.

To see the cast list, and to learn more about the 
Towne Players, please visit towneplayers.org.

Don’t stick to the status quo—spice up your summer and 
come see these Wildcats rebels in ‘High School Musical Jr.’
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Learn more 
about GPAC at 
garnerperform-
ingartscenter.

com.

Town Wins 
Grant to Spur 
Healthy Living

Cox Helps APWA Chapter Earn Honor
Town of Garner Public Works 

Director Paul Cox played an import-
ant role for the second consecutive 
year in helping the North Carolina 
Chapter of the American Public 
Works Association qualify to receive 
the Presidential Award for Chapter 
Excellence. 

The award recognizes documen-
tation of chapter activities and 
compliance with best practices for 
the calendar year. Cox prepared the 
nomination submittal for review by 
a national committee of current and 
past presidents of the APWA. He per-
formed the same service last year.

The Town was awarded a grant 
last month by the John Rex Endow-
ment to promote healthy eating and 
active living. The $210,000 grant 
will provide resources for a three-
year initiative to improve pedestrian 
connectivity in the historic down-
town area and promote healthy 
snack alternatives in recreational 
facilities and programs. The grant 
also provides funding to construct a 
walking trail at the planned indoor 
recreation center on Main Street.
 
While the Parks, Recreation and 

Cultural Resources Department is 
the lead agency in administering 
the grant, other Town departments 
and community partners will play 
key roles, Assistant Town Manager 
Rodney Dickerson said. The Garner 
Revitalization Association has been 
heavily involved in the process of 
identifying connectivity needs and 
coordinating downtown efforts, and 
youth athletic facility partners will 
be important in the healthy snack 
promotions, Dickerson said.
 
In year one of the initiative, connec-

tivity from Avery Street Recreation 
Center and North Garner Middle 
School to Main Street figures to be 
improved with pedestrian crossings 
and crosswalk improvements on the 
corner of Garner and Benson roads, 
Dickerson said. Work will also begin 
on healthy snack policy research 
and development. Year two will see 
implementation of healthy eating 
policies and installation of signs 
promoting walking in the downtown 
area. Year three, which should coin-
cide with the opening of the new rec-
reation center, will feature healthy 
choice vending options in the facility, 
bike racks to encourage cycling to the 
center and a walking track for the 
downtown campus, Dickerson said.
 
The grant does not require any 

matching funds from the Town.

The North Carolina Symphony brought its ‘Instrument Zoo’ to Garner Per-
forming Arts Center to educate participants in Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Resources’ Camp Kaleidoscope on July 31. The ‘zoo’ features presentations by 
symphony members, with campers then getting the opportunity to try out brass, 
wind, percussion and string instruments. The symphony, which performs at the 
Town’s annual July 3 Independence Day celebration at Lake Benson Park, has also 
brought the zoo to Camp Kaleidoscope in other recent years. For information 
on camps offered by Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources, visit garnernc.gov.

It’s a Zoo in There!

Garner Info Free App Downloads Top 500
Would you like to be able to snap 

a photo with your smartphone 
documenting a pothole, code vio-
lation or some other issue and be 
able to send it to the appropriate 
department in the Town of Garner 
government to address?

Well, you can with garner info, 
a free mobile app that can be 

downloaded for Apple and Android 
devices. To date, over 500 of your 
fellow citizens have downloaded the 
app and are using it every day to 
help the Town tackle problems all 
over Garner. The app also includes 
listings for upcoming events, links 
to the Garner Update newsletter 
and other things that keep you 
connected to your hometown.
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